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City of Santa Clarita Equestrian  
and Bike Trail  

fuel management zones are established by the applicable land use jurisdiction for new 
development adjacent to or within the immediate vicinity of a water body, and the identification 
and implementation of sensitive biological resource areas overlay zones are under 
consideration, such as the one described below.  

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning has proposed (but not yet adopted) the 
creation of a SEA that encompasses the entire County reach of the Santa Clara River and that 
includes existing SEA Nos. 19, 23, and 61.  The proposed SEA meets several designation 
criteria and supports the protection and preservation of many regional biological resources, 
including habitat for core populations of endangered species, migration corridors, diverse and 
abundant plant and wildlife species assemblages, regionally distinct biotic communities, and 
areas that have high value for preservation because they represent relatively undisturbed 
examples of natural biotic communities in the Region.  Management recommendations for the 
proposed SEA include limiting new developments to outside the existing floodplain margins to 
obviate the necessity for further bank stabilization, stringent review of proposals for new or 
increased groundwater extraction to prevent overdrafting of the shallow aquifer supporting 
riparian habitat areas, and requiring agricultural activities to employ BMPs to avoid unnecessary 
impacts to habitats.  This range of proposed management strategies above represents the 
variety of resource stewardship approaches discussed so far.   

The Newhall Land and Farming Company (NLF) is currently planning for the development of 
Newhall Ranch, a new community that will be located on NLF land west of the Interstate-5 
freeway.  The site is comprised of 12,000 acres, of which approximately half will be developed 
and half will be preserved as open space.  NLF will be required to get approvals from the US 
ACE, the CDFG, US FWS, and the County, which will seek to balance development with 
environmental protection.   

4.3.5.7 Water-Dependent Recreation 
Water-dependent recreation includes activities such as boating and fishing, which occur on 
lakes, reservoirs and rivers, and passive recreation such as camping and hiking that is 
enhanced by water features.  Multiple lakes within the Upper Santa Clara River Watershed 
provide recreational opportunities of the first type to Region residents and seasonal visitors.  
Castaic Lake State Recreation Area, owned by DWR and managed by Los Angeles County 
Department of Parks and Recreation, offers boating, swimming and fishing opportunities.  For 
anglers, Castaic Lake is known primarily for its largemouth bass fishing, but the lake also hosts 
a variety of additional game fish including trout and striped bass.  Castaic Lake hosts team bass 
tournaments in the summer.  Fall through spring, CDFG stocks Castaic Lake Lagoon with 
rainbow trout; Bouquet Creek, a tributary of the Santa Clara River, is stocked late spring through 
summer.  In addition to fishing, Castaic Lake offers 
boating, waterskiing and jet skiing opportunities in 
approved areas.   

The Parks and Recreation Element of City of Santa 
Clarita’s General Plan has established the goal of 
utilizing the Santa Clara River as a central corridor for 
recreation.  Policies proposed to achieve this goal 
included establishing the Santa Clara River as a 
major recreational focal point within the Valley, in part 
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through the development of a regional plan for the Santa Clara River.  Because of the 
ephemeral nature of the river, water-dependent recreation in the Upper Watershed is severely 
limited and, throughout much of the year, non-existent.  However, the County’s backbone trail 
system runs along the river, improving river access and providing trails for walking, hiking and 
equestrian uses.  The City of Santa Clarita has constructed a bike path system along major 
portions of the river and its tributaries within its jurisdictional limits.  In addition, the City of Santa 
Clarita has plans for additional trails.  See Figure 4.3-1 for a map of existing and proposed trails 
in the City of Santa Clarita.  Given the ephemeral nature of the Upper Santa Clara River, these 
activities are enhanced by the presence of water on a seasonal basis.   

4.3.5.8 Watershed Management 
Watershed management is a holistic and politically inclusive approach to protecting water and 
other natural resources that focuses on land use and development within the boundaries of an 
identified watershed.  Following a Reconnaissance Phase Study initiated in March 2002, the 
Los Angeles District of the US ACE determined that a Santa Clara River Watershed feasibility 
study was merited.  This effort would cover the whole Watershed, and would assess the 
predevelopment conditions of the Watershed, the current condition, and future condition 
scenarios.  The effort will involve extensive modeling of the Watershed, and will be designed as 
a tool for decision makers.  For example, the study will include a comprehensive update of 
hydrologic, hydraulic, and sediment (yield and transport) models for a range of flow rates for 
existing conditions and future conditions within the Santa Clara River.  The study will include 
generating new cross section data from new topographic maps for specific areas with existing 
urbanization and areas with the potential of urbanization in the near future within the Santa 
Clara River Watershed.  One outcome of the study will be computer models that can simulate 
the existing and future land use changes upstream and provide data to forecast changes to the 
flood flows (10-, 20-, 100-year floods) and low flows (daily, 1-year, 2-year flows) in the Santa 
Clara River.  However, due to a lack of funding, the Santa Clara River Watershed feasibility 
study is behind schedule.  The study could be completed in early 2010.   

4.4 Call for Projects 
Projects are the specific means for implementing strategies and the way objectives are 
ultimately achieved.  To identify the many potential projects in the Region and to assess the 
collective contribution of these projects towards meeting the IRWMP objectives, development of 
this IRWMP included a “Call for Projects” which gave stakeholders the opportunity to directly 
submit their projects and project concepts for consideration.  Stakeholders were encouraged to 
submit projects at any stage of development.  Avenues available for participating in the Call for 
Projects included the submission of projects on a standard project information form, either 
submitted by electronic mail, by facsimile, or directly on-line via the IRWMP website 
(www.scrwaterplan.org).   
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While many of the projects lack detailed supporting information, the Call for Projects provided a 
mechanism to engage Stakeholders in the process of sharing project information and discussing 
the issues related to the integration of projects.  Many of the projects discussed in this section 
provide multiple benefits, spanning more than one strategy.  Therefore, some assumptions were 
made with regard to which water management strategy a particular project would most benefit, 
to begin the initial organization of the projects.  For example, a groundwater recharge project 
generally was assumed to provide water supply benefits, with a possible secondary benefit of 
addressing water quality needs.  Section 5 will address this issue further by examining in 
greater detail how these projects can be integrated to provide multiple benefits.  

The information provided herein represents the outcome of the initial step in a process of 
bringing individual projects into the collaborative process implied by this IRWMP.  New projects 
are likely to be added to the database through time, and it is expected that Stakeholders will 
revise and update information on projects submitted. 

Appendix C, Part 3, demonstrates the relationship between the projects received as part of the 
Call for Projects and the 24 California Water Plan water management strategies.  In 
Appendix C, the projects are organized by project proponent (e.g., project sponsored by CLWA 
are given the names CLWA-1, CLWA-2, etc.).  
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 California Water Plan Strategies 

TABLE 4.3-1 
UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER REGION WATER MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND CALIFORNIA WATER  
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REDUCE WATER DEMAND 

Urban Water Use Efficiency Measures  
BMP 1: Residential Survey Programs 
BMP 2: Residential Plumbing Retrofit 
BMP 3: System Water Audits 
BMP 4: Metering w/Commodity Rates 
BMP 5 Large Landscape Conservation 
BMP 6: High Efficiency Clothes Washers 
BMP 7: Public Information Program 
BMP 8: School Education Programs 
BMP 9: Commercial Industrial Institutional 
BMP 10: Wholesaler Agency Assistance  Programs 
BMP 11: Conservation Pricing 
BMP 12: Conservation Coordinator 
BMP 13: Water Waste Prohibitions 
BMP 14: Residential Ultra-Low Flush Toilet Replacement Program 

                       

Agricultural Water-Use Efficiency Measures                         
IMPROVE OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
Rehabilitation, Replacement, or Removal of Existing Facilities                       

Improved Operational Efficiency Measures                        

Intertie Projects                        
INCREASE WATER SUPPLY 
Surface Reservoir or Storage Tank                         

Surface Water Diversion                         

Groundwater Extraction Facilities                         

Aquifer Storage and Recovery                         

Groundwater Management and Planning Policies                         

Groundwater Replenishment Including Spreading Grounds and Injection Wells 
Aquifer Recharge with Reclaimed Water 
Aquifer Recharge with Septic 

                        

Hydrologic Modeling and Monitoring                        
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Recycled Water for Irrigation or Other Beneficial Uses 
Surplus Recycled Water from Other Regions                         

Increased Uses for Recycled Water through Policy Change and Education                         

Imported Water                       

Watershed Planning                         

Rainwater Collection Systems (Cisterns)                        

Greywater Systems                        

Water Banking, Exchange and Transfer Projects                        

Drought Contingency and Emergency Planning                       

Urban Water Management Planning                        

Removal of Invasive, Water-Thirsty Plants                         

Understand Total Water Usage in Region                        
IMPROVE WATER QUALITY 
Build Sewer Treatment Collection and Distribution Systems                         

Rehabilitate or Upgrade Sewer Treatment Collection and Discharge Systems                         

Relocate and Protect Sewer Treatment Collection and Discharge Systems - Remove from Vulnerable Locations                         

TMDL Development and Implementation                         

Pump and Treat Water for Quality Enhancement                         

Remove or Prohibit On-Site Water Softening Devices                         

Replacement of Problematic Septic Tank Systems with Sewer Hook-Ups                         

Fertilizer, Herbicide, and Pesticide Application Reduction                         

Low Level Storm Water Treatment                         

Non-Point Source Pollution Control 
Landscape/Hardscape Retrofits                         

Water Quality Monitoring (Requires Coordination Among Sampling Entities to be Effective)                         

Improve Water Quality Being Discharged                         

Brownfields Remediation                         
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Wellhead Recharge and Protection                         

Emerging Contaminant Problems - Monitoring and Management                         

Control and/or Enforce Prohibitions on Illegal Discharge of Controlled or Toxic Substances                         

Leaking Underground Storage Tank Remediation                         

Outreach and Education                         

Biological Treatment of Water (e.g., Treatment Via Wetlands)                          

Improve Riparian Habitat                         
PRACTICE RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP 
Levee Construction                         

Channel Improvement Projects                         

Detention Basins                         

Debris Basins                         

Ongoing Facility Maintenance                         

Removal of Hazards or Facilities from Floodways                         

Storm Monitoring and Modeling - Flows, Water Quality                         

Coordinated Hydrogeomorphic Modeling                         

Incentives for Landowners - Public/Private Partnerships                         

Evaluate Process for Reconstruction Following Emergencies (Floods, Landslides)                         

Public Information Programs Regarding Flood Prevention                         

Land Acquisition for Watercourse Expansion/Flood Management                         

Protect And Enhance Native Ecosystem Diversity                         

Control, Remove, and Prevent Invasive Species                         

Protect Existing Habitats from Degradation                         

Urban Stream Restoration and Revitalization                         

Land Acquisition and/or Easements for Protection and Restoration of Habitat Areas Landscape Linkages/Wildlife 
Movement                         
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Protect and Restore Fish and Wildlife Migration Corridors and Landscape Linkages; Where Necessary Create Or 
Modify Structures to Facilitate Fish and Wildlife Movement, such as Fish Ladders, Road Undercrossings, etc.                         

Restore Natural Hydrograph and Sediment Transport in Local Watercourses                         

Mitigation Banking                         

Integrated Watershed GIS "Spatial Database"                         

Identify and Collect Biological Resources Data for Comprehensive Database: 1) Ecosystem Function Analysis 2) 
Water Quantity and Quality Needs of Fish and Wildlife                         

Provide for Long-Term Stewardship of Natural Resources, Especially Public Land: Staff, Funding, Organizational 
Structure (District or Conservancy) Monitoring and Enforcement                         

Conservation Plans: 1) Evaluate Multiple Scale Habitat Needs of Aquatic and Riparian Dependent Species                         

Active and Passive Recreation Areas Related to Water Resources                         

Enhance Appropriate Public Access                         

Updates and Modifications to General Plan Policies                         

Watercourse Set-Back Ordinances or Policies                         

Riparian Corridor Buffers                         

Floodplain Development Restrictions                         

Sensitive Biological Areas Overlay Zones                         

Flood Hazard Mapping                         

Require Evaluation of Footprint Impacts in Newly Developing Areas                         

Create Incentives (Tax Credits) for Landowners to Protect and Restore Habitats and Ecosystems on Their Property                         

Agricultural Lands Stewardship                         

Post-Fire Rehabilitation                         

Landscape Guidelines for Fuel Modification/Defensible Space in New Development                         

Urban Landscape Management Planning                         
 

 


